
 

 



 

 

A Letter from the Pastor 

P a g e  2  

   Dear Parishioners, 
 

   While it is not the earliest symbol for Christianity, the cross is certainly one of the oldest and 
   most defining images of our faith. Because in the earliest days of the Christian church (in the 
   Roman Empire) the cross was recognized as an instrument of torture and the most heinous 
   form of capital punishment, it was not an object that inspired faith let alone hope. It was a 
   sign of contradiction and scandal to insist that this torture stake was the vehicle of salvation. 
   Crucifixion was reserved for the most egregious criminals who were enemies of the state. It 
   was a form of execution that was intended to evoke fear in the citizens of the empire and to 
   serve as an unforgettable threat to all who would challenge those in authority. 
 

And yet we read throughout the New Testament and in the writings of the Church Fathers that the cross of Christ 
stood at the heart of the Christian message. It was essential not only as the object of veneration that it would later 
become, but as the reality and mystery of how God chose to save the world – life through death. It has remained so 
until this day. 
 

Sometime in the early 4th century, the cross as a symbol began to be displayed. There is evidence that the early Chris-
tians used a combined abbreviation of the Greek letters tau (“t”) and rho (“r”) found in the Greek word stauros – the 
word for “cross.” The Pagan Emperor Constantine received a vision telling him that if he painted this combination of 
letters on the shields of his soldiers they would be victorious in a specific battle. He did so, and his army conquered 
the enemy. As an act of thanksgiving, Constantine legalized Christianity in 313 AD and the cross, very quickly, became 
a recognized public symbol. 
 

The earliest depictions of the cross were of two beams, vertical and horizontal, that did not bear the body of Jesus. It 
was understood to be a symbol that represented both, the death and the resurrection of Jesus. As public Christian 
churches became more elaborate in their design and décor, the cross was frequently adorned with precious stones 
earning it the description of a Crux Gemnata, or “jeweled cross.” Later in the 5th century the crucified body of Jesus 
began to appear on some crosses, but typically it portrayed Jesus as alive rather than dead. In the Middle Ages, the 
crucifix, that is, as a cross that bears the lifeless body of Jesus, became normative. Today, all Catholic Churches are 
required to display a crucifix (not simply a cross) in a prominent location where the liturgy is celebrated. 
 

September 14th is the feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. This ancient feast is celebrated in both the eastern and 
western churches. It first began in Jerusalem during the 4th century to commemorate the dedication of the Church of 
the Resurrection. Soon the feast became associated with the discovery of the actual cross of Jesus by St. Helena, the 
mother of the Emperor Constantine. Legend has it that Helena traveled throughout the Holy Land searching for the 
cross. At one excavation site she discovered three crosses. To determine which of the crosses was the cross of Jesus, 
a lame person was brought into contact with each. Upon touching the third cross, the person was healed, thus r 
revealing which was the cross of Christ. The cross became one of the most revered relics in Christendom. As a  
ceremonial feature, when the “true cross” was brought into the church where it would be enshrined it was “lifted 
up” for all the people to see, hence the title of the feast “Exaltation”, in Latin exaltatio meaning to lift up. 
 

Today we honor the cross not simply as an object that we revere and use to mark our buildings and our bodies, but 
as the heart of what we believe about Jesus, salvation and ourselves who are united with him.  In the words of St. 
Theodore of Studios, 

 

How splendid the cross of Christ! It brings life, not death; light not darkness; Paradise, not its loss. It is the 
wood on which the Lord, like a great warrior, was wounded in hands and feet and side, but healed thereby 
our wounds. A tree has destroyed us, a tree now brought us life. 

 

Blessings,  
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Dear Parishioners –  
 On August 22nd, 2024, I celebrated my two year anniversary of Ordination as a Deacon.  The experience 
of serving as a Deacon has been transformational in my life and I want to express my sincere appreciation for 
your support, your prayers and for embracing me in this vocation.  Being a member of this parish for over 35 
years, I am humbled by the gift you are to me in my service as a Deacon.   
 As I seek to improve and serve you better, I have been accepted into a program called the Institute for 
Homiletics through the University of Dallas.  This is a 20-month program that entails study, practice and retreats 
as well as feedback through peer groups, a coach and parishioners.  During this program my homilies will be 
video recorded.  As part of this program, you may be asked at times to provide feedback on one of my homi-
lies.  Your help is not mandatory, but I would appreciate any cooperation you can provide.  The first opportuni-
ty, which is kind of a baseline survey for feedback, will be in September.  Specific information on how to provide 
feedback will be provided on the day I preach.   
 Thank you all very much for your support.  I love our Parish community and love having the opportunity 
to serve.  Please keep me in your prayers, as I keep you in mine. 
 
God’s Peace, 
Deacon Jack Hayes 
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      Rectory Chapel                             in our Church                                                   new life                  cross before which St Joan of Arc prayed                           
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The Crosses at St Joan of Arc Parish  
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A Letter from the Bishop 
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  Prayer for a New School Year 

God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being, for mind, body, and 
spirit. Be with our children as they begin a new school year. Bless them and their teachers and 
staff. Give them the strength and grace as their bodies grow; wisdom and knowledge to their 

minds as they search for understanding; and peace and zeal to their hearts.  

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Throwback—Back to School 



 

 

 

† Misc. carpentry — doors and rails August 19—23, 2024 
† LVT in Sacristy August 19—23. 2024 
† Install “Walk-off” carpet in Narthex August 19—23, 2024 
† Reinstall Pews with spring kneelers August 19—September 
† Centennial Liturgy and Church Re-Blessing December 14, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

is observed in the Parish Center 

Adoration Chapel on Tuesdays, 

Wednesdays, and Thursdays from 

9am-9pm. On Mondays and Fridays 

from 8am-5pm, the monstrance door 

will remain closed, but all are 

welcome to come and pray before 

the Blessed Sacrament enclosed in 

the tabernacle. 

Contact: Alex Gervacio 

gervacio@sjalisle.org or   

630-353-4569. 

Church News and Updates 

For pictures and updates scan the QR code or go to  
https://www.sjalisle.org/enhancements 
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Ministry Spotlight:  St Vincent De Paul Society  This ministry assists those who live within 
our parish boundaries by providing financial support and additional resources. There are 
two SVDP donation boxes on our campus where donations may be placed. Please  
remember if the box is full to not leave donations on the ground, but rather bring them at 
another time.  The SVDP truck also visits our parish semi-annually to take in donations from 
the community.   Financial donations are collected twice a year via envelope. If you would 
like to donate at another time you can do so by visiting WeShare and clicking on GiveNow.  
WeShare is accessible via our website by clicking Donate at the top of the page.   
Thank you for your support of this much needed ministry.   
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SJA School News & Events 

Religious Education   

 

 

Registration for our 2024-2025 Religious Education Program is now 
open. 

 
The St Joan of Arc Catholic Church Youth Religious Education  

program is intended for students in  
Grades 1 through 8 and prepares children for the sacraments of Recon-

ciliation, Eucharist, and Confirmation.  
 

Parent Meeting on September 4th at 6pm 
 

Use the QR Code or  
Visit www.tinyurl.com/SJARegistration to Sign Up 
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Outreach Ministries  

8/27-Dinorah Hauser 
9/3-Gerry Dobkowski 
9/10-Catherine Dunaway 
9/17-Jane Saul 

 

Around the Diocese 

                             Thank you for your generous support of the                         
  July Dinner!  SJA will provide dinner for  
  DuPage Pads' Interim Housing   
  Center in Downers Grove   
  on Thursday August 29th.  
Please sign up if you can help via this QR Code 
OR  
visit https://signup.com/go/mpSDUkJ 
 

We are collecting SHOES!   
 

The weekend of 8/31 & 9/1 
for St Vincent de Paul.  Any 

sizes, any condition but must 
be clean.   

Thanks for your support! 

Reminder: A change in procedure for Fish. Church construction is going 
well, but we are not going to be in the church for a little while The food 
donations will be located in the parish center outside room 22. You can 

gather the donations during or after Mass in the parish center.   



 

 

 

 

Prayer, Worship & We Share our Gifts 

To donate on-line through 
 WeShare scan the QR Code! 
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Readings for the week of August 25, 2024  
can be found at  

https://bible.usccb.org/daily-bible-reading 
OR use this QR Code:   

 

Celebrant Schedule for Next Weekend 
 
Mass Celebrants for Saturday, August 31, 2024 
 Mass  
 8:15am Father Gabriel 
 Reconciliation 
 9:00am Father Gabriel 
 Mass— 4:00pm Father Radek 
Mass Celebrants for Sunday September 1, 2024 
 7:30am Father Radek 
 9:30am Father Gabriel & Deacon Jack 
 11:30am  Father Gabriel 

Dear Parishioners, we are changing how collec-
tions are reported.  Rather than on a weekly basis, 
we will report monthly in the second Sunday of the 

month’s bulletin. For example, August’s monthly 
report will be represented in the September 8th’s 

bulletin. This will provide more accurate infor-
mation as all numbers will be reconciled for the 

month. Thank you for your cooperation and sup-
port, and please reach out to ltrinche@sjalisle.org 

if you have any questions.       
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We invite parishioners who have family members currently serving in the military to 
add their names to our prayer list. Please call the Parish Office at 630-963-4500 with 
the following information: Name, Rank, and Branch of Service. (If your serviceman 
or woman has completed his/her tour of duty, please contact the Parish Office.) 

U.S. Air Force 
Staff Sergeant Truitt LoDolce 

Lt Col. Mark Schriner 
A 1 C  Reilly Mulligan 

 
U.S. Army 

1st Lt. David Angelus 
Sgt. Brian Bardsley, Jr.  

Capt. Eric Boenitz 
Sgt. Andres Bravo 

WO 2 Matthew Dunn 
Jacob Gallo 

Robert Gates 
Col Monica Gorzelnik 
Ryan M. Hickey, SPC 

Matthew Hnatiuk 
Pvt. Kyle Hooczko 

Capt. George Hughbanks 
Capt. John Hupp 

Ken Jacobs 
Michael Miceli 

Sgt. Aaron E. Miera 
1st Lt. Sean Morrow 

S. SG Erika Olson 
Col. Tim Plackett 

Sgt. Bart Ross 
John Stankowiak 

Sgt. Kenneth Van Houten 
Capt. Scott Van Zee -300th QM  

1st Lt. Allen Von Plinskey  
1st Lt. Anthony Von Plinskey  

Sgt. Craig M. Watkins 
 

U.S. Navy 
Lt. Brian Callan 

Ens. Jason Czarnik 
Lt. JG Christopher  

James Feehery 
Anthony Giglio 

E-5 Seaman Daniel Jaimes 
Ens. Jason P. Meyers 

Kevin Pero, (MA3)  
Joshua Quilici 

E-3 Seaman Mason Schindler 
 

U.S. Marine Corps 
Capt. David Adamiec 
Sgt. Robert M. Brown 

Anthony Donahoe 
Corporal Jon Forsner 

Capt. Daniel Hajek 
Cpl. Mark Hartman 

Ethan Kloppman 
Col. Berne Krueger 

2nd Lt. Andrew Lewaniak 
Adam Luecke 

Lance Cpl. Jacob McDonald 
1st Lt. Aidan J. O'Dea 
LCPL David Rodriguez  

Col. Tim Shindelar 
Cpl. Bruce Wachowski 
Cpl. Daniel Wieczorek 

National Guard 
Lt. Col. Michael Bracki,  

Air Nat’l. Guard  
Cmd. Sgt. Major  
Steven Krause, 

Army Nat'l. Guard  
LCPL Kevin Lewis,  
Army Nat'l. Guard  

Major Patrick Meek,  
Army Nat'l. Guard  

Also Serving 
Anthony PignatoRaki Taylor 

This Week at SJA 

Mass Intentions Prayer & Worship 
We pray for our sick and shut-ins and their  courageous families who care for them. 

Jose Almaguer  
Harry Berryman 
Marlene Biehl  

Bob Barouski   
Patti Brooks 

Maria Cervantes  
Catherine Feltes 
Raymond Feltes 

Robert Fleischer  
Craig Davies  
Siobhan Dopek  

Bob Dore 
Mike Derose  

Dan Gasbarro  
Edita Gervacio  
Barbara Green  

Esmeralda Guerrero  
James C. Hagearty II  

Margaret Hagearty  
Carly Jacobs  
Becky Jirka  
Jeffrey Kulek  

Maria Lopez  
Richard Madsen  

Eugene Manley  
Allison Maxwell  
Katlin Mulligan  

James Pelletiere  
Joseph Pommier 
Rejane Proence 
George Reiber  
Dolores Reiber  
Virginia Russo  

Larry Ryan  
Jan Salihar  

Martin Sickinger  
Marty Szczech  
Nora Spencer  

Please call the Parish Nurse at (630) 353-4526 to place yourself or a 
loved one on our prayer list. PLEASE NOTE: [New] names of the sick 
that are to be announced at weekend Masses must be received by 
the Parish Nurse on Tuesday at 10am. Names received after 
Wednesday will be announced at the following weekend Masses. 

Please remember in Prayer our  Men and  Women serving in the Military  

Monday, Aug. 26                                          
8:15AM  +Denise Mlyniec Simpson  (Req. by Joyce Mlyniec) 
Tuesday, Aug. 27 St. Monica 

8:15AM  +Cy Kastelic (Req. by Mary Fran Farrell)                 
Wednesday, Aug. 28 St. Augustine          
8:15AM  +Celanne Spitkovsky (Req. by Michael & Theresa 
Taylor) 
Thursday, Aug. 29 The Passion of St. John the Baptist  
8:15AM  +Collin Rexer (Req. by Lynn Bell) 
Friday, Aug. 30 

8:15AM  +Loretta Saul (Req. by Dave & Shirley Glaser) 
Saturday, Aug. 31      
8:15AM   +Loretta Saul  (Req. by Barb Richardt) 
Saturday, Aug. 31 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00PM  +Celanne Spitkovsky (Req. by Michael &Theresa 
Taylor) 
Sunday, Sept. 1 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30AM  For Parishioners       
9:30AM  +Charles Montgomery (Req. by Jim Susic)   
11:30AM +Conor Glenn (Req. by Gail Lehner) 
 
 
 
Monday, August 26 

8:15am - Mass - Room 22/Parish Center 
9:30am - Staff Meeting - Room #22 

5:30pm - Volleyball Practice--GYM 

7:00pm - St. Vincent de Paul Meeting/Room#24 

Tuesday, August 27 

7:40am - First full day of School (K-8) 1:00 PM Dismissal 
8:15am - Mass--Room 22/Parish Center 
5:30pm - Volleyball Practice--GYM 

7:00pm - Parish Pastoral Council Meeting/Room#24 

Wednesday, August 28 

8:15am - Mass /Room#22 

6:30pm - Volleyball Practice--GYM 

7:00pm - OCIA Come and See Nights/ROOM#24 

Thursday, August 29 

8:15am - Mass - Room #22 

5:30pm - Volleyball Practice--GYM 

7:00pm - Eucharistic Revival Committee Mtg-- Conf Room 

Friday, August 30 

8:15am - Mass - Room #22 

7:00pm - Young Adult Planning Night/Room# 24 

Saturday, August 31 

Shoe Recycling - South Lot—7:00am - Brothers in Christ - Rm #23 

8:15am - Mass - Room #22 9:00am - Confessions - Room22 

4:00pm - Mass - Gym 

Sunday, September 1 

Shoe Recycling - South Lot— 

7:30am; 9:30am; 11:30am - Mass - GYM 

2:00pm - Preschool Bike Parade/North Parking Lot 
3:30pm - Volleyball Games---Gym 

6:00pm - IMPACT Formation/Room#22 

8:00pm - AA Meeting /Room#24 
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Mass Schedule  
 

Monday-Friday:  8:15 AM     
 
Saturday:  8:15 AM and 4:00 PM 
  
Sunday:   7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM  
 
  
Holy Day: Please consult the 
  bulletin or website. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
 
Saturday:   9:00 - 10:00 AM   or by appt. 
 
Baptisms: Parents are asked to call the 
Parish Office to make arrangements for 
Baptism. Please be advised that each 
godparent is required to submit a 
sponsor eligibility form prior to the 
parents receiving a date for their child's 
baptism.  Parents of children to be 
baptized are required to attend a 
Baptism Prep class. 
 
Marriages: Contact the Parish Office 
before making any other commitments. 
The diocese requires a minimum 
preparation time of six months between 
the first conference with the Pastor and 
the wedding.  
 
Parish Membership: Registration forms 
can be obtained on the parish website, at 
the Resource Center desk in the Narthex, 
or by contacting the Parish Office. 
 
Becoming Catholic/Adult Confirmation: 
We welcome any adult interested in 
becoming a Catholic and/or have not yet 
been Confirmed to contact Mathew 
Krumdrick at 630-353-4531 or 
mkrumdrick@sjalisle.org regarding 
sacramental preparation.  
 

Pastoral Ministers of Care: Trained 
Ministers of Care are pastoral ministers 
who visit the sick, elderly, physically or 
emotionally challenged in hospitals, 
nursing homes, and individual homes. 
These ministers pray with them and 
bring them Holy Communion. Please call 
the Parish Nurse, Pat Pusateri, at  
630-353-4526 to make arrangements. 
 
Sick Calls: Call the Parish Office anytime. 
Please let us know if anyone in your 
family is ill so that a priest may visit 
them. 
 

Funerals: Please make arrangements 
with the church before any publication in 
the newspaper.   Please be aware that 
we do not permit Eulogies to be given at 
the Funeral liturgy but we do 
recommend they be offered at the wake 
service.  
 

Bereavement Support: An adult grief 
support group is available for those who 
have lost a spouse, family member or 
close friend through death. For more 
information, contact Pat Pusateri, at  
630-353-4526 or ppusateri@sjalisle.org. 

 
Parish Office Hours:  Monday - Friday  8:00 AM - 5:00 PM  

(Closed on Mondays from 9:30- 10:30 AM & First Mondays from 12-1 PM) 

Pastor 
Rev. Gabriel Baltes, O.S.B. 
630-353-4532      gbaltes@sjalisle.org  
 
Sacramental Minister 
Rev. James Radek      630-963-4500  
 
Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Jack Hayes      jhayes@sjalisle.org  
Deacon Paul Nappi    630-963-4500  
 
Business manager 
Lori Trinche  
630-353-4523    Ltrinche@sjalisle.org  
 
Bookkeeper 
Beverly Calvert   bcalvert@sjalisle.org 
630-353-4516     
 
Director of Religious Education 
Chase Stevens 
630-353-4550      cstevens@sjalisle.org      
 
Director of Adult Faith Formation/OCIA 
Matthew Krumdrick 
630-353-4531     mkrumdrick@sjalisle.org 
 
Director of Youth & Young Adult  
Ministries 
Alex Gervacio  
630-353-4569     agervacio@sjalisle.org    
 
Director of Mkt & Communications 
Denise Petty  petty@sjalisle.org 
 
Bulletin Editor  Bulletin@sjalisle.org 
630-353-4566      
 
Sacristan 
Rosanna Smith     630-963-4500 
 
Director of Music 
Jim Susic  
630-353-4529     jsusic@sjalisle.org 
 

Parish Nurse 
Pat Pusateri, RN 
630-353-4526      ppusateri@sjalisle.org 

 
  Outreach Ministries Coordinator 
  Matt Zurek 
  630-353-4533      mzurek@sjalisle.org  

 

Buildings & Grounds Supervisor 
Jason Martyniuk  
630-353-4549     jmartyniuk@sjalisle.org   
 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Mario Hernandez     630-353-4547 
 
Receptionist/Secretary 
Barbara Banach 
630-353-4511       bbanach@sjalisle.org 
 
Parish Secretary 
Karen Eldrenkamp  
630-353-4514 keldrenkamp@sjalisle.org 
 
Parish Librarian 
Sue Ekins   
630-353-4513     sekins@sjalisle.org 
 
St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Those who reside within our parish 
boundaries and are in need of financial/
material assistance may call the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society voicemail line at  
630-353-4522.  A member of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society will return your call within 24 
hours.  The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
offers service to those in need by providing 
financial support and additional resources. 
They meet on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of 
the month at 9am in the Parish Center. For 
more information on this organization, 
contact Matt Zurek at 630-353-4533 or 
mzurek@sjalisle.org. 
 
St. Joan of Arc School     630-969-1732    
4913 Columbia Ave., Lisle, IL 60532 
Principal Michelle Picchione   
picchione@sjalisle.org 

Prayer Network: This is a 
ministry of volunteers, who, 
through a phone tree, pray 
for the parish community and 
anyone in need of prayer, 
especially those who are sick 
or have passed on. Contact: 
Dorothy  Walker  at  630-290-6833 . 
 
Brothers in Christ: This 
ministry for men 21 and up 
meets Saturdays at 7am for 
morning prayer, small group 
discussion, and reflection on 
the Sunday readings. Leader: 
Deacon Jack Hayes, 
jhayes@sjalisle.org. 

Knights of Columbus: This 
Catholic fraternal organization 
is dedicated to promoting and 
conducting educational, 
charitable, religious and social 
welfare works, rendering 
mutual aid and assistance to 
the sick and needy, members 
and their families, and 
providing insurance products 
and annuities to benefit 
members, wives and children. 
Practicing Catholic men, at 
least 18 years of age, are 
invited to join as members. 
Contact: Mike Czech at    
630-638-1805   
                

Eucharistic Adoration:  
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament is observed in the 
Parish Center Adoration Chapel 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays from 9am-9pm.  
 
On Mondays and Fridays from 
8am-5pm, the monstrance 
door will remain closed, but all 
are welcome to come and pray 
before the Blessed Sacrament 
enclosed in the tabernacle.  
Contact: Alex Gervacio 
agervacio@sjalisle.org or  
630-353-4569. 
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Licensed Parishioner 
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If you’re not moving, you’re improving
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4920 Main Street,
Downers Grove
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